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the Direetor of Central Intellicen 


i. ‘Parguant to the provisions of ¢.1.4. Directive to. 4, the 
Information Brangh, GePsSe, ACO & Survey to determine what coverage 
ef the foreign language press in the United States is desirable for 
intelligence purposes and how that coverage should be obtained. 

2. After consideration of the results of this survey and further 
study by the Central Intellicence Group, the enclosed report to the 
Intelligence Advisory Board has been prepared and is submitted for 
information. 

3. It is believed that no action by the National Intelligence 


Authority is required in this matter. 
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NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE AUTHORITY 


VERAGS OF THE LANGUAGE PRESS 


L. Agide from limited use as a cheok on subversive activities, the 
foreign language press in the United States before the war was but little 
axpleited as a source of intelligence information. During the war, 
however, congicerable use was nade of this source in following tre 
activities of foreign groups and individuals in this country, anc in 
addition it proved to be a useful source of intelligence information 
on countries blacked out by enexy control. In secordance with C.1.6. 
Directive No. 4 a survey was mace to determine if coverage of the 
foreign language press is desirable for intelligence purposes, what 
personnel are available for the work anc which agensy or agencies should 
be responsible for such a project. | 

2. Fron the evidence collected the Direotor of central Intelligence 
eoneludes: | 

| a. That some organised effort to cover and analyze the toreign 
language press in the United States is desirable; 
b. That since the Departuent of State alone manifested any con~ 
siderable interest in such a prefect, it should be developed by that 
Departnent to the extent determined by its needs and eana; 


@, That coupetent personnel appear to be available; 
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d. That the Departuent of State should invite the F.8.I., MID, 
. OMI, and A~2 to cooperate by the watual exchange of information and 
advice likely to render the zervice of general usefulness to all 
intellicenes agencies of the government. 
Discussion upon which the foregoing conclusions are based is ~ 
contained in Erclosare "A" (Appendix "At herets) » 


3, No agtion by N.I.A. appeara to be necessary in this matter. 
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ara 
u Tas tera "foreign language presse as used in 


States, It ip not to be confused with material printed 

in a foreign language tut published abroad, 

1. By memorandum of 20 Febrvary 1946 (1.), Mr. Alfred MeCormack, 
then Special sexcetant to the Secretary of State in charge of Research 
and Intelligences, suggested that the Director of central Intelligence 
take under advisenent the matter of detersining what coverage of the 
foreign language prene jn the United States is deairable fer intelli- 
gence inforsation purposes and how the coverage should be obtained, 
This matter falls logically wader the provisions ef paragraph Lebes 
B, 1,4, Directive No, 2, Acserdingly, G.I.G, Mreative Hc. h ordered 
a wervey of the subject. 

2, The matter was discussed with representatives of the State 
Depertuent, HID, OMI, 4—@ and FRI, In addition the matter was dis- 
queeed with i. Harry T. Sith of the New York TOES and Hr, Jasob 
Landen of the Overseas Keown Agency in New Tork City, beth of whos 
follew the foreign language presa in the United States, 

3, Before the war the foreign language press was little exploited 
as a source of foredgn intelligence information, although some use wae 
made of it as @ check on sabversive activities of fareign groups in 
this country. The F.2.%, in the discharge of its slsaion related to 
internal security, collected inforeation on foreign Language new 
papers ag to editorship, financial backing, influence, ste, 

‘he During the war the foreign language prese became of considerable 
interest te several goverment agencies. The F.8,1, intensified ite 


coverage of this source for dnformation on foreign groupe and individuals, 
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MID, GMI AMD 4-2 searched anagexines and newspepers published in foreign 
Qenguages for any information of value. This coverage was undertaken 

te aveid everlouking any source which might yield any information of 
intelligence value concerning countries Llacked out due te enemy control. 
The state Departuent during this period nade Little use of tnforastion 
gieaned fran foreign lnguags newspapers and macasines, 

S, The only agenoy to engage in a comprehensive coverage of the 
foreign ‘language press was the Foreign Rationalities Branch, O55. This 
soverage was performed in connection with reacarch inte origina, politieal 
ami aeononie developments and peychological reactions of foreign groups 
in the United States as the basia fer reports on the composition and 
antivities of such groups. In addition to their am reading and analysis 
of foreign press saterial, the Fereign Nationalities Branch paid the 
Overseas Hews Agency in New York $1,000 per month te prepare periodic 
aur Lee of excerpts from newspapers ani magasines serving various 
foreign groupe in this eountey, This service provided only translation 
af salected material with guidance by the Foreign Nationalities Branch. 

&, Organised coverage of the foreign language prose in the Gaited 
States, for governannt agencies, ceased with desetivation of the Forsign 
Sationalities Branch, C%S, im the fall of 1945, Certain officers of the 
Departaent of State read sont of the foreign Language publications pro~ 
daced in the United States, but such reading is net part of an organised 
official plan, The F.B.1. covers the foreign language prese in the 
Gaited States to the extent reqaired by its obligation te earch out, 
subversive tendencies ameng foreign language greups in the United States. 
The Overseas News Agency continues to cover the foreign language press 
in the United States in order te provide a news service to its private 
wobpertbers, but states that it dora so at a considereble financial loss 
aod is preparing to sbandon this service. tir, Harry T. Saith, of the 
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Kew Fork TINTS, reads daily and weekly publications in some seven foreign 
danguages, in addition to his norwal duties as a preof-reader, but this. 
ie purely to furnish possible bases for news steries in the TIkiS, Ho 
distrinution of the products of these various efforts ismade to govern — 
ment agencies, 

Tt. The FB. ia satisfied with ite present coverage as a check on 
subversive activities, and MID, GNI, and AWE are af the opinion that the 
valee of thia source of intelligence information does uot warrant their 
seatributing persemnel, funds or facilities te achieve comprehensive 
coverage, 

8, Information of the type obtainable fron the foreign language 
press in the United States is required prinarily by the State Uwpartuent 
as follons: 


& By research personne] as background material for intelligence 
ptudiee; 
Be By geographic divisions for analysis of influence of foreig 


pressures on foreign language groupe in the United States; 

& By the Officer of International Information and Cultural 
Affairs ap a means of moasuring the effectiveness of ite forel.gn 
language propaganda. . 

The Lepartasnt of State would waleowe the re-establishcent of a compre- 
heasive coverage of the foreign language press in the United “tates, 
but. dowa not possess the funds required to muppert such coverage, 

9. A small portion {apparently eight or ten persons) of the now 
goattered Foreign Nationalities Branch of OSS, i# still in "ashington 
and cowld, no doubt, be engaged by the departunnt if the need and funds 
to support it exist. 
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